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Bush signs new Myanmar sanctions, pledges to
stand with Aung San Suu Kyi

Mon Jul 28,11:40 PM ET

WASHINGTON (AFP) - President George W. Bush (news - web sites)
imposed tough new sanctions on Myanmar's crippled economy, vowing
Americans would not desert opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi in her
struggle for democracy.

Bush signed the Burmese Freedom and
Democracy Act of 2003, which garnered huge
majorities in the House of Representatives and
the Senate two weeks ago.

"The world must make clear, through word and
deed, that the people of Burma, like people
everywhere, deserve to live in dignity and
freedom, under leaders of their own choosing,"
said Bush in a statement.

He said the move was a "clear signal" to
Myanmar's generals that they must release
Aung San Suu Kyi, arrested in May, and move
towards democracy."

Reuters

The sanctions, which go into force in a month,
include a ban on all imports from Myanmar, and
are aimed especially at the crucial textiles trade
in an economy teetering on the brink of

ﬁ Slideshow: Myanmar

collapse.

"By denying these rulers the hard currency they use to fund their
repression, we are providing strong incentives for democratic change and
human rights in Burma," Bush said.

The legislation also authorizes the president to aid Myanmar democracy
activists, freezes the regime's financial assets in US banks and property in
the United States, and widens a visa ban on Myanmar officials.
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leading to an unresolved political deadlock.

Unbowed by the new US legislation, Myanmar Foreign Minister Win Aung
said Sunday that there was no schedule for Aung San Suu Kyi's release.

"We will announce it when the time comes. | can't see a timeframe right
now," he said shortly after arriving on an official visit to Indonesia.

Aung San Suu Kyi met an international Red Cross official on Monday and
was in good health, the ICRC said here.

"She was found to be in good health and good detention conditions,"
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) spokesman Eros
Bosisio said.

Bosisio said Suu Kyi was able to talk "in private, without interference" with
the ICRC official in Myanmar, but he declined to give further details on the
visit.

Myanmar's foreign minister Win Aung predicted on Monday that the pro-
democracy leader and Nobel peace prize winner would not remain in
detention "for a long period".

But the minister, facing international outrage over Suu Kyi's arrest, refused
during a visit to Indonesia to give any timeframe for her release.

The ICRC's visit came during ongoing attempts to check on conditions of
all those detained after the May 30 clashes in northern Myanmar.

"So far we have registered more than 30 people,” Bosisio said, following
visits since June to prisons in northern Myanmar and near the capital
Yangon.

He said the ICRC hoped to visit Shwebo prison, north-east of Mandalay,
on Thursday.

"We think that all the people detained in the May 30 events are there,"
Bosisio added.
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